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1
ELECTRIC MOTOR WITH PERMANENT
MAGNETS IN STATOR THEREOF

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based on and claims the benefit of
priorities from earlier Japanese Patent Application Nos.
2011-105856 and 2011-231923 filed May 11, 2011 and Oct.
21,2011, respectively, the descriptions of which are incorpo-
rated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Technical Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an electric motor suitable
for various types of brushless motors for use in industries,
home appliances and vehicles, and in particular, to an electric
motor suitable for driving compressors for vehicles and suit-
able for use as servomotors for vehicles.

2. Related Art

Recently, electric motors using permanent magnets as
magnetic poles tend to suffer from cogging torque due to the
enhancement of magnetic performances.

In this regard, a technique of contriving the shape of mag-
netic poles is put into practice to reduce cogging torque.
However, such a technique raises problems of involving a
high-precision press technique and producing a lot of scraps.

A patent document JP-A-2011-050216 discloses a tech-
nique of reducing cogging torque and torque ripple by using
a specific arrangement of the magnetic poles of a rotor with
respect to the teeth of a stator. According to this technique,
one magnetic pole is composed of two permanent magnets
arranged in a V-shape. The two permanent magnets forming
one magnetic pole are arranged in a range which is defined by
the center lines of the respective second teeth leftward and
rightward of the tooth confronting the center of the magnetic
pole.

However, the technique disclosed in JP-A-2011-050216
has a main purpose of reducing torque ripple and thus exerts
only a low effect of reducing cogging torque. Further, the
technique is only applicable to a type of motors in which one
magnetic pole is composed of two permanent magnets
(V-shaped arrangement).

SUMMARY

In light of the conditions as set forth, it is desired to mini-
mize cogging torque not only in electric motors having per-
manent magnets arranged in a V-shape but also in any electric
motors using permanent magnets as magnetic poles.

In order to achieve the above object, as an exemplary
embodiment, there is provided an electric motor, comprising:
a rotor having magnetic poles composed of permanent mag-
nets; and a stator comprising a stator core arranged with an air
gap between the rotor and stator, the stator being formed to
have a radial direction and a circumferential direction, the
stator core having a back yoke, teeth extended radially from
the back yoke and arrayed at equal pitches in the circumfer-
ential direction, and slots each formed between two of the
teeth and arrayed at equal pitches in the circumferential direc-
tion, the stator windings being wound through the slots. Each
of the teeth comprises a radially extending pillar portion, the
number of the teeth per magnetic pole, k, is set to k=m-n-(n-
i), where m denotes the number of phases of the stator wind-
ings, n denotes the number of teeth per pole and per phase, n
being a positive number, j denotes a number which is O<j<n.
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2

When the number k is odd and a center line passing each of the
poles agrees with a center of a circumferential width of one of
the teeth in the circumferential direction, the pole has a first
corner which is the closest to the stator and positioned before
the center line in a rotational direction of the rotor, the teeth
includes a tooth which is the closest to the first corner and
which is defined as a first tooth, the pole has a second corner
which is the closest to the stator and positioned after the
center line in the rotational direction, the teeth include a tooth
which is the closest to the second corner and which is defined
as a second tooth. The first corner is set to be located between
a center line passing through a center of a circumferential
width of the first tooth and a first line passing through a front
edge of the pillar portion of the first teeth in the rotation
direction. The second corner is set to be located between a
center line passing through a center of a circumferential width
of the second tooth and a second line passing through a rear
edge of the pillar portion of the second teeth in the rotation
direction.

Thus, when the rotor is rotated in a state where no power is
supplied to the stator winding, interlinkage flux is increased
in the rotationally forward area with the rotation of the rotor,
while interlinkage flux is decreased in the rotationally rear-
ward area with the rotation of the rotor. In other words, when
the rotor is rotated by an external force at a constant velocity
in a state where no power is supplied, phases are offset
between the rotationally forward and rearward areas in the
temporal changes of torque. Accordingly, when the torque
generated in the rotationally forward area is maximized, the
torque generated in the rotationally rearward area is mini-
mized. Thus, combined torque, i.e. the torque generated in the
rotationally forward area combined with the torque generated
in the rotationally rearward area, is reduced to thereby reduce
cogging torque.

According to another exemplary embodiment, the number
of teeth k is an even number. Further, the first corner is
ensured to be positioned between the center line passing
through the center of the first tooth with respect to the width
direction and the end line extended from the rotationally-
forward longitudinal edge of the pillar portion of the first
tooth. Also, the second corner is ensured to be positioned
between the center line passing through the center of the
second tooth with respect to the width direction and the end
line extended from the rotationally-rearward longitudinal
edge of'the pillar portion of the second tooth. This positioning
of the corners is established when the positional relationship
between the rotor and the stator is such that the center line of
the magnetic pole coincides with the center of a space
between predetermined teeth with respect to the width direc-
tion.

According to the second aspect as well, the advantages
similar to those of the first aspect are obtained.

According to another exemplary embodiment of the elec-
tric motor, the rotor is configured by coaxially stacking two
rotor blocks in the axial direction, the two rotor blocks having
respective magnetic poles. The two rotor blocks are stacked
such that that the magnetic poles of one rotor block are posi-
tionally offset in the circumferential direction from those of
the other rotor block. In other words, a stepped skew is
applied to the rotor.

Further, the first and second corners of each magnetic pole
of one of the rotor blocks satisfy the positioning conditions
similar to those of each magnetic pole of the rotor according
to the first aspect.

Thus, a rotor having such a stepped skew also achieves the
advantages similar to those of the rotor according to the first
aspect.
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According to another exemplary embodiment of the elec-
tric motor, the rotor is configured by coaxially stacking two
rotor blocks in the axial direction, the two rotor blocks having
respective magnetic poles. The two rotor blocks are stacked
such that that the magnetic poles of one rotor block are posi-
tionally offset in the circumferential direction from those of
the other rotor block. In other words, a stepped skew is
applied to the rotor.

Further, the first and second corners of each magnetic pole
of one of the rotor blocks satisfy the positioning conditions
similar to those of each magnetic pole of the rotor according
to the second aspect.

Thus, a rotor having such a stepped skew also achieves the
advantages similar to those of the rotor according to the
second aspect.

As another exemplary embodiment of the electric motor,
each of the poles has two permanent magnets, one of the
permanent magnets being defined as a first magnet and being
positioned before the center line, the other of the permanent
magnets being defined as a second magnet and being posi-
tioned after the center line, the first corner is provided as a
corner of the first magnet, which corner is the closest to the
stator before the center line, and the second corner is provided
as a corner of the second magnet, which corner is the closest
to the stator after the center line. Further, as another exem-
plary embodiment of the electric motor, the first magnet has a
third corner located to be opposed to the first corner in a
vertical direction to a magnetization direction of the first
magnet and located in the rearward circumferential range, the
second magnet has a forth corner located to be opposed to the
second corner in a vertical direction to a magnetization direc-
tion of the second magnet and located in the forward circum-
ferential range, and the third and fourth corners are opposed,
in the radial direction, to non-magnetic portions produced in
two of the slots, which two slots are located, in the circum-
ferential direction, before and after the tooth through which
the center line passes.

Thus, when one magnetic pole is composed of two perma-
nent magnets, harmonic components are reduced from com-
bined torque, i.e. the torque generated in the rotationally
forward area combined with the torque generated in the rota-
tionally rearward area. In particular, when a stepped skew is
applied to the rotor, harmonic components are more effec-
tively reduced from the combined torque of the two rotor
blocks.

As another exemplary embodiment of the electric motor,
each of the poles has two permanent magnets, one of the
permanent magnets being defined as a first magnet and being
positioned in the forward circumferential range, the other of
the permanent magnets being defined as a second magnet and
being positioned in the rearward circumferential range, the
first corner is provided as a corner of the first magnet, which
corner is the closest to the stator in the forward circumferen-
tial range, and the second corner is provided as a corner of the
second magnet, which corner is the closest to the stator in the
rearward circumferential range. Similarly, as another exem-
plary embodiment of the electric motor, the first magnet has a
third corner located to be opposed to the first corner in a
vertical direction to a magnetization direction of the first
magnet and located in the rearward circumferential range, the
second magnet has a forth corner located to be opposed to the
second corner in a vertical direction to a magnetization direc-
tion of the second magnet and located in the forward circum-
ferential range, and the third and fourth corners are opposed,
in the radial direction, to two of the teeth, which two teeth are
located, in the circumferential direction, before and after the
slot through which the center line passes.
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Thus, similarly to the foregoing, when one magnetic pole is
composed of two permanent magnets, harmonic components
are reduced from combined torque, i.e. the torque generated
in the rotationally forward area combined with the torque
generated in the rotationally rearward area. In particular,
when a stepped skew is applied to the rotor, harmonic com-
ponents are more effectively reduced from the combined
torque of the two rotor blocks.

As another exemplary embodiment of the electric motor,
each of the teeth has a flange portion formed atop the pillar
portion, and the two pillar portions mutually adjacent to each
other are separated, in the circumferential direction, by a
distance larger than an amount of the air gap formed between
the stator and the rotor. Thus, three effects exerted by the
electric motor are balanced, the three effects being enhance-
ment of the output of the electric motor, easiness of winding
the stator winding about the stator core, and reduction of
cogging torque.

As another exemplary embodiment of the electric motor,
the stator windings are full-pitch windings. Thus, torque
ripple caused when power is supplied to the stator winding is
reduced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the accompanying drawings:

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of an elec-
tric motor according to a first embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2A is a partially enlarged view of the electric motor;

FIG. 2B is a partially enlarged view of the electric motor
illustrated in FIG. 2A;

FIG. 3A is a waveform diagram illustrating temporal
changes of interlinkage flux generated in the electric motor;

FIG. 3B is a waveform diagram illustrating temporal
changes of torque when no electric power is supplied to the
stator winding;

FIG. 4A is a partially enlarged view of an electric motor
according to a second embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4B is a partially enlarged view of the electric motor
illustrated in FIG. 4A;

FIG. 5A is a partially enlarged view of an electric motor
according to a third embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5B is a partially enlarged view of the electric motor
illustrated in FIG. 5A;

FIG. 6A is a partially enlarged view of an electric motor
according to a fourth embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6B is a partially enlarged view of the electric motor
illustrated in FIG. 6A;

FIG. 7 is a circumferentially development view of a stator
and a rotor according to a fifth embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 8A is a partially enlarged view of an electric motor
according to a sixth embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8B is a partially enlarged view of the electric motor
illustrated in FIG. 8A;

FIG. 9A is a waveform diagram illustrating temporal
changes of torque in rotationally forward and rearward areas
when no electric power is supplied, and temporal changes of
combined torque, i.e. the torque in the forward area combined
with the torque in the rearward area, according to the sixth
embodiment;

FIG. 9B is an enlarged view of the combined torque illus-
trated in FIG. 9A;

FIG. 10 is a perspective view illustrating a rotor having a
stepped skew according to a seventh embodiment of the
present invention;
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FIG. 11 is a waveform diagram illustrating combined
torque, i.e. the torque generated in one of two rotor blocks
combined with the torque generated in the other of the two
rotor blocks in the stepped skew, according to the seventh
embodiment and according to a comparative example;

FIG. 12A is a partially enlarged view of an electric motor
according to an eighth embodiment of the present invention;
and

FIG. 12B is a partially enlarged view of the electric motor
illustrated in FIG. 12A.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

With reference to the accompanying drawings, hereinafter
are described several embodiments of the present invention.

First Embodiment

Referring to FIGS. 1, 2A and 2B, and 3A and 3B, an
electric motor 1 according to a first embodiment of the present
invention is described.

The electric motor 1 is a three-phase AC motor including a
rotatably supported rotor 2 and a stator 3. The stator 3 is
arranged along the outer periphery of the rotor 2 so as to
surround the rotor 2.

The rotor 2 is of a permanent magnet type and includes a
rotor core 5 and permanent magnets 8. The rotor core 5 is
made of stacked electromagnetic plates which are formed
into a cylindrical shape. The permanent magnets 8 are fit into
respective magnet insertion holes 6 formed in the rotor core 5
to form magnetic poles. The rotor core 5 has a center at which
a shaft 9 is fixed to serve as a rotary shaft.

In the present embodiment, one pole is composed of one
permanent magnet 8. The permanent magnets 8 having
N-poles directed outward are circumferentially alternated
with the permanent magnets 8 having S-poles directed out-
ward, with an even interval therebetween. In the present
embodiment, the number of poles p is ten (p=10).

Each permanent magnet 8 is a plate having a rectangular
axial cross section. As viewed from the axial direction AX of
the rotor 2, the direction of the shorter dimension of the
magnet 8 corresponds to the magnetization direction. In other
words, the permanent magnets 8 are arranged so that the
magnetization direction is provided along the radial direction
RA (refer to FIG. 2A).

The stator 3 includes a stator core 12 and a stator winding
14. The stator core 12 is arranged opposed to the rotor 2 with
the intervention of an air gap 11 therebetween. The stator
winding 14 is wound about the stator core 12. When three-
phase AC current is passed through the stator winding 14, a
rotating field is formed and the rotor 2 arranged in the rotating
field is rotated.

The stator 3 is formed by winding the stator winding 14
which is made up of a three-phase coil, about the stator core
12 which is formed of cylindrically-shaped stacked electro-
magnetic steel plates. Full-pitch distributed winding method
is applied in winding the stator winding 14 about the stator
core 12.

The stator core 12 includes a plurality of teeth 15 and a
back yoke portion 16. The plurality of teeth 15 have respec-
tive ends confronting the rotor 2. The back yoke portion 16
magnetically connects the teeth 15 with each other to form the
outer periphery of the electric motor 1.

Each space defined by two teeth 15 adjacent to each other
and the back yoke portion 16 serves as a slot 17 in which the
stator winding 14 is placed when wound about the stator core
12.
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In the present embodiment, sixty teeth 15 are arranged
along the circumference being evenly spaced apart. Specifi-
cally, the total number of teeth is sixty, the number of winding
phases m is three and the number of magnetic poles p is ten.
Accordingly, the number of teeth n per one pole and per one
phase is two.

Each tooth 15 includes a pillar portion 18 and a flange
portion 19. The pillar portion 18 is wound with the stator
winding 14. The flange portion 19 is provided at an end of the
pillar portion 18 so as to confront the rotor 2. The flange
portion 19 is extended from its lateral sides in the rotational
direction, i.e., the circumferential direction CR of the motor
(refer to FIG. 1). The pillar portion 18 extends inward from
the back yoke portion 16 and has tapered surfaces 18a on both
sides thereof with respect to its width direction. In other
words, the pillar portion 18 is formed so as to have a smaller
width (in the rotational direction) as it extends inward. The
extended end portion of the pillar portion 18 has a larger width
to form the flange portion 19.

Inthe present embodiment, the number of teeth k confront-
ing one magnetic pole, i.e., per magnetic pole, is expressed
by:

ey
where j is a number which is an integer equal to or larger than
zero and less than n (O=j<n).

As mentioned above, in the present embodiment, the num-
ber of phases m of the stator winding 14 is three, and the
number of teeth n per one pole and per one phase is two.
Further, in the present embodiment, the rotor 2 and the stator
3 are provided by setting the integer j to 1, so that the number
of'teeth k confronting one pole will be five. Thus, the number
of teeth k confronting one pole is an odd number.

Referring to FIGS. 2A and 2B, hereinafter is described how
the permanent magnets 8 are arranged. FIG. 2A is a partially
enlarged view of the electric motor 1 and FIG. 2B is a partially
enlarged view of the electric motor 1 illustrated in FIG. 2A.
As shown in FIG. 2A, the five teeth 15 confronting each
permanent magnet 8 are referred to as a tooth 15a, tooth 155,
tooth 15¢, tooth 154 and tooth 15e. The arrangement of the
permanent magnets 8 according to the present embodiment is
established when the positional relationship between the
rotor 2 and the stator 3 is such that a center line 0 of each
permanent magnet 8 coincides with the center of the tooth 154
with respect to the width direction.

In the present embodiment, the center line 0 of a magnetic
poleis a line connecting the center of each permanent magnet
8 with respect to its longitudinal direction (which is perpen-
dicular to the magnetization direction) and the rotational cen-
ter of the rotor 2.

As shown in FIG. 2A, the permanent magnet 8 forming a
magnetic pole confronts the front face of the tooth 15a. In the
permanent magnet 8, the corner rotationally frontward of the
center line 0 and nearest to the stator 3 is referred to as a first
corner 21, and the corner rotationally rearward of the center
line 0 and nearest to the stator 3 is referred to as a second
corner 23. The tooth 15 nearest to the first corner 21 is referred
to as a first tooth 22 and the tooth 15 nearest to the second
corner 23 is referred to as a second tooth 24.

In the present embodiment, the tooth 154 is at the center of
the five teeth 15. Further, the tooth 1554 is the first tooth
rotationally forward of the center line 0. The tooth 15¢ is the
second tooth rotationally forward of the center line 0. The
tooth 154 is the first tooth rotationally rearward of the center
line 0. The tooth 15e is the second tooth rotationally rearward
of'the center line 0. Thus, the tooth 15¢ corresponds to the first

k=mxn—(n—j)
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tooth 22 located nearest to the first corner 21. Also, the tooth
15e corresponds to the second tooth 24 located nearest to the
second corner 23.

In the present embodiment, the following positioning of
the corners is established when the positional relationship
between the rotor 2 and the stator 3 is such that, as shown in
FIG. 2A, the center line 0 of the pole coincides with the center
of the tooth 15a with respect to the width direction. Specifi-
cally, in the positioning, as shown in FIG. 2B, the first corner
21 of the permanent magnet 8 is ensured to be positioned
between a center line P and an end line Q (which is referred to
as a first line), which are defined virtually in the space. Also,
as shown in FIG. 2B, the second corner 23 of the permanent
magnet 8 is ensured to be positioned between a center line R
and an end line S (which is referred to as a second line), which
are defined virtually in the space.

In this case, the center line P is a line passing through the
center of the first tooth 22 with respect to the width direction,
i.e. a line connecting between the center of the first tooth 22
and the rotational center of the rotor 2. The end line Q is aline
extended along the rotationally-forward tapered surface 18a
of' the pillar portion 18 of the first tooth 22. The center line R
is a line passing through the center of the second tooth 24 with
respect to the width direction, i.e. a line connecting between
the center of the second tooth 24 and the rotational center of
the rotor 2. The end line S is a line extended along the rota-
tionally-rearward tapered surface 18a of the pillar portion 18
of the second tooth 24.

As shown in FIG. 2B, each permanent magnet 8 has a side
surface 27 on a stator side with respect to the magnetization
direction, and has lateral side surfaces 28 extending in the
magnetization direction. In the present embodiment, the cen-
ter lines P and R intersect the side surface 27, while the end
lines Q and S intersect the respective side surfaces 28.

Taking an example, hereinafter are described changes of
interlinkage flux and changes of torque accompanying the
changes of interlinkage flux. In the example, the rotor 2 is
rotated counterclockwise (in the rotationally forward direc-
tion) by an external force at a constant angular velocity, from
a state where the positional relationship shown in FIG. 2A is
established with no power being supplied to the stator wind-
ing 14.

With respect to the center line 0, the area in the rotationally
forward direction is referred to as a forward area 30 and the
area in the rotationally rearward direction is referred to as a
rearward area 31. Specifically, the forward area 30 covers an
angular range from the center line 0 to a center line X of the
tooth 15 which is adjacent to the first tooth 22 located rota-
tionally forward thereof. The rearward area 31 covers an
angular range from the center line 0 to a center line Y of the
tooth 15 which is adjacent to the second tooth located rota-
tionally rearward thereof.

FIG. 3A is a waveform diagram illustrating temporal
changes of interlinkage flux generated in the electric motor 1.
FIG. 3B is a waveform diagram illustrating temporal changes
of torque when no electric power is supplied to the stator
winding 14.

The solid-line waveform of FIG. 3A indicates temporal
changes of interlinkage flux generated in the forward area 30.
In the state shown in FIG. 2A, the teeth 154 and 155 in the
forward area 30 completely confront the permanent magnet 8.
A slight counterclockwise (rotationally forward) rotation of
the rotor 2 in this state will not change the flux content circling
the stator core 12. On the other hand, the tooth 15¢ only
partially confronts the permanent magnet 8. The flux content
in this state corresponds to substantially half of a minimum
flux content or a maximum flux content. The flux content is
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maximized when the rotor 2 is rotated to a position where the
tooth 15¢ completely confronts the permanent magnet 8.

Therefore, in the forward area 30, a slight counterclock-
wise rotation of the rotor 2 from the state shown in FIG. 2A
increases an area where the tooth 15¢ confronts the perma-
nent magnet 8. Accordingly, the interlinkage flux circling the
stator core 12 is increased. Thus, the temporal changes of the
interlinkage flux generated in the forward area 30 result in a
waveform as indicated by the solid line in FIG. 3A.

The magnitude of torque (cogging torque) acting between
the rotor 2 and the stator 3 when no power is supplied is in
proportion to angular inclination in the rotational direction,
i.e. angular differentiation, of the interlinkage flux. In the
present embodiment, since the rotor 2 is rotated at a constant
angular velocity, torque is in proportion to temporal differen-
tiation of the interlinkage flux. Accordingly, as indicated by
the solid-line waveform of FIG. 3B, the temporal changes of
torque are in synchronization with the temporal changes of
the interlinkage flux as indicated by the solid-line waveform
of FIG. 3A. Thus, the temporal changes of torque substan-
tially sinusoidally pulsate.

In the rearward area 31, the teeth 15a and 154 completely
confront the permanent magnet 8. Accordingly, a slight coun-
terclockwise rotation of the rotor 2 in this state will not
change the flux content circling the stator core 12. On the
other hand, the tooth 15¢ only partially confronts the perma-
nent magnet 8. The flux content in this state corresponds to
substantially half of a minimum flux content or a maximum
flux content. The flux content is minimized when the rotor 2
is rotated to a position where the tooth 15¢ is completely
outside the range of the permanent magnet 8.

Therefore, in the rearward area 31, a slight counterclock-
wise rotation of the rotor 2 from the state shown in FIG. 2A
decreases the area where the tooth 15¢ confronts the perma-
nent magnet 8. Accordingly, the interlinkage flux circling the
stator core 12 is decreased. Thus, the temporal changes of the
interlinkage flux generated in the rearward area 31 resultin a
waveform as indicated by the dash-dot-dot line of FIG. 3A.

Accordingly, as indicated by the dash-dot-dot-line wave-
form of FIG. 3B, the temporal changes of torque are in syn-
chronization with the temporal changes of the interlinkage
flux as indicated by the dash-dot-dot-line waveform of FIG.
3A. Thus, the temporal changes of torque substantially sinu-
soidally pulsate.

As shown in FIG. 3B, a substantially reversed-phase rela-
tionship is established between the torque pulsation (solid
line) generated in the forward area 30 and the torque pulsation
(dash-dot-dot line) generated in the rearward area 31. Spe-
cifically, when the rotor 2 is rotated at a constant angular
velocity by an external force with no power being supplied,
the phases are offset between the forward and rearward areas
30 and 31 in the temporal changes of torque. Thus, when the
torque generated in the forward area 30 is maximized, the
torque generated in the rearward area 31 is minimized.

In this way, the combined torque, i.e. the torque in the
forward area 30 combined with the torque in the rearward
area 31, is reduced, thereby reducing cogging torque.

Further, torque ripple is also reduced owing to the full-
pitch distributed winding method applied to the stator wind-
ing 14.

Second Embodiment

Referring now to FIGS. 4A and 4B, hereinafter is described
a second embodiment of the present invention focusing on the
differences from the first embodiment. In the second and the
subsequent embodiments as well as in the modifications
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described later, the components identical with or similar to
those in the first embodiment are given the same reference
numerals for the sake of omitting unnecessary explanation.

FIG. 4A is a partially enlarged view of an electric motor 1
according to the second embodiment. FIG. 4B is a partially
enlarged view of the electric motor 1 illustrated in FIG. 4A. In
the present embodiment, the number of teeth k confronting
one pole is an even number.

Specifically, the number of winding phases m is three, the
number of teeth n per one pole and per one phase is two, and
the number of poles p is ten. In Formula (1) set forth above,
the integer j is zero and the number of teeth k confronting one
pole is four.

In these conditions, the position and the size of the perma-
nent magnet 8 are determined such that, as shown in FIG. 4B,
the first corner 21 is ensured to be positioned between the
center line P and the end line QQ and the second corner 23 is
ensured to be positioned between the center line R and the end
line S. This positioning of the first and second corners 21 and
23 is established when a positional relationship between the
rotor 2 and the stator 3 is such that the center line 0 of the
permanent magnet 8 coincides with the center of a space
between predetermined teeth 15 (i.e. the center of a predeter-
mined slot 17a with respect to the width direction).

Thus, the advantages similar to those of the first embodi-
ment are obtained.

Third Embodiment

Referring to FIGS. 5A and 5B, a third embodiment of the
present invention is described focusing on the differences
from the first embodiment.

FIG. 5A is a partially enlarged view of an electric motor 1
according to the third embodiment. FIG. 5B is a partially
enlarged view of the electric motor 1 illustrated in FIG. 5A. In
the present embodiment, two permanent magnets 8 are used
for one pole. The two permanent magnets 8 are linearly
aligned with each other as viewed from the axial direction
AX. In other words, the two permanent magnets 8 would be
obtained by dividing into two the single permanent magnet 8
that has formed one pole in the first embodiment.

In this case, the center line 0 of the pole is the line connect-
ing between the center of the space between the two perma-
nent magnets 8 forming one pole and the rotational center of
the rotor 2.

Of the two permanent magnets 8 forming one pole, the one
located rotationally forward is referred to as a first magnet 8A
and the other one located rotationally rearward is referred to
as a second magnet 8B. In the present embodiment, the first
corner 21 nearest to the stator 3 is in the first magnet 8A.
Specifically, in the first magnet 8A, the first corner 21 is
located rotationally forward in the direction perpendicular to
the magnetization direction and located opposed to the stator
3. Also, the second corner 23 nearest to the stator 3 is in the
second magnet 8B. Specifically, in the second magnet 8B, the
second corner 23 is located rotationally rearward in the direc-
tion perpendicular to the magnetization direction and located
opposed to the stator 3.

In these conditions, the position and the size of each of the
permanent magnets 8 (8A and 8B) are determined such that,
as viewed from the axial direction AX of the rotor 2 and as
shown in FIG. 5B, the first corner 21 is ensured to be posi-
tioned between the center line P and the end line Q, and the
second corner 23 is ensured to be positioned between the
center line R and the end line S. Similar to the first embodi-
ment, this positioning of the first and second corners 21 and
23 is established when the relationship between the rotor 2
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10
and the stator 3 is such that, as shown in FIG. 5A, the center
line 0 of the pole coincides with the center of the tooth 154
with respect to the width direction.

Fourth Embodiment

Referring to FIGS. 6 A and 6B, a fourth embodiment of the
present invention is described focusing on the differences
from the third embodiment.

FIG. 6A is a partially enlarged view of an electric motor 1
according to the fourth embodiment. FIG. 6B is a partially
enlarged view of the electric motor 1 illustrated in FIG. 6A. In
the present embodiment as well, as shown in FIGS. 6 A and
6B, two permanent magnets 8 (8A and 8B) are used for one
pole. The two permanent magnets 8A and 8B however are
arranged in a V-shaped form opening toward the outer periph-

ery.
Fifth Embodiment

Referring to FIG. 7, a fifth embodiment of the present
invention is described focusing on the differences from the
first embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a circumferentially development view of a stator
and a rotor according to the fifth embodiment. In the present
embodiment, a distance W between the flange portions 19 of
adjacent teeth 15 is larger than a length 8 of the air gap 11.

From the view point of easily winding the stator winding
14 about the stator core 12, it is desirable that the gap between
the flange portions 19 has a large distance W. However, if the
flange portions 19 have a large gap therebetween, flux varia-
tion at the time when no power is supplied will be intense and
thus cogging torque tends to become large. On the other hand,
from the viewpoint of enhancing output of the electric motor
1, it is desirable that the air gap 11 has a small length 4.
However, excessively small length & will increase the flux
density of the air gap 11 and thus cogging torque due to the
flux variation will be pronounced.

In the present embodiment as well, the electric motor 1 has
a pole shape similar to that in the first embodiment. In addi-
tion to that, in the electric motor 1 of the present embodiment,
the distance W between the flange portions 19 of adjacent
teeth 15 is made larger than the length  of the air gap 11.
Thus, three effects exerted by the electric motor 1 are bal-
anced, the three effects being enhancement of output of the
electric motor 1, ease of winding the stator winding 14 about
the stator core 12 and reduction of cogging torque.

Thus, the electric motor 1 according to the present embodi-
ment exerts an effect of minimizing cogging torque, as in the
first embodiment, which is ascribed to the shape of the mag-
netic poles. Owing to this effect, decrease of the gap length 6
to some extent or increase of the distance W between the
flange portions 19 will not impair the effect of suppressing
cogging torque. Thus, workability in dealing with the stator
winding 14 is enhanced and the output of the electric motor 1
is also enhanced.

Sixth Embodiment

Referring to FIGS. 8A, 8B, 9A and 9B, hereinafter is
described a sixth embodiment focusing on the differences
from the first embodiment.

FIG. 8A is a partially enlarged view of an electric motor 1
according to the sixth embodiment. FIG. 8B is a partially
enlarged view of the electric motor 1 illustrated in FIG. 8A.

Similar to the third embodiment and as shown in FIG. 8A,
the electric motor 1 of the sixth embodiment is provided with
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magnetic poles each composed of two permanent magnets 8
(first magnet 8 A and second magnet 8B). Also, similar to the
first embodiment, the number of teeth k confronting one pole
is an odd number.

In these conditions, the position and the size of each of the
permanent magnets 8 (8A and 8B) are determined such that,
as viewed from the axial direction AX of the rotor 2 and as
shown in FIG. 8B, the first corner 21 is ensured to be posi-
tioned between the center line P and the end line Q, and the
second corner 23 is ensured to be positioned between the
center line R and the end line S. This positioning of the first
and second corners 21 and 23 is established when the posi-
tional relationship between the rotor 2 and the stator 3 is such
that, as shown in FIG. 8A, the center line 0 of the pole
coincides with the center of the tooth 15a¢ with respect to the
width direction.

In the first magnet 8A, the corner opposed to the first corner
21 and positioned rotationally rearward in the direction per-
pendicular to the magnetization direction is referred to as a
third corner 35. In the second magnet 8B, the corner opposed
to the second corner 23 and positioned rotationally forward in
the direction perpendicular to the magnetization direction is
referred to as a fourth corner 36. In the present embodiment,
each of'the first and second magnets 8A and 8B has a rectan-
gular axial cross section. Also, as viewed from the axial
direction AX of the rotor 2, the direction along the shorter
dimension of the magnets 8A and 8B corresponds to the
magnetization direction. Thus, in the first magnet 8A, the
corner opposed to the first corner 21 in the longitudinal direc-
tionis the third corner 35. In the second magnet 8B, the corner
opposed to the second corner 23 in the longitudinal direction
is the fourth corner 36.

The third and fourth corners 35 and 36 radially confront
respective non-magnetic portions 38 which are adjacent to the
tooth 15a on both rotationally forward and rearward sides
thereof, the tooth 154 having a center with respect to the width
direction coinciding with the center line 0. The non-magnetic
portions 38 correspond to the areas between the teeth, in
which areas no magnetic material is present. For example, in
the present embodiment, the non-magnetic portions 38 cor-
respond to the gaps between the teeth.

When one pole is composed of two permanent magnets 8
(8A and 8B), harmonic components are reduced from the
combined torque, i.e. the torque generated in the forward area
31 combined with the torque generated in the rearward area
31. Referring to FIGS. 9A and 9B, advantages of the sixth
embodiment are described.

FIG. 9A is a waveform diagram illustrating temporal
changes of torque in rotationally forward and rearward areas
when no electric power is supplied, and temporal changes of
combined torque. FIG. 9B is an enlarged view of the com-
bined torque illustrated in FIG. 9A.

It is true that, in a configuration where the third and fourth
corners 35 and 36 do not confront the non-magnetic portions
38 (e.g., third embodiment), the combined torque is reduced
and thus cogging torque is also reduced. However, in such a
configuration, as shown in FIGS. 9A and 9B, harmonic com-
ponents may be caused in the combined torque. In FIGS. 9A
and 9B, the vertical axis indicates torque ratio in the case
where a maximum value of torque is 1.

However, as in the present embodiment where the number
of teeth k is an odd number, the harmonic components are
reduced from the combined torque, on condition that the third
and fourth corners 35 and 36 radially confront the respective
non-magnetic portions 38 which are adjacent to the tooth 154
on both rotationally forward and rearward sides thereof, the
tooth 154 having a center with respect to the width direction
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coinciding with the center line 0. Accordingly, cogging
torque is more effectively reduced.

Seventh Embodiment

Referring to FIGS. 10 and 11, an electric motor according
to a seventh embodiment of the present invention is described
focusing on the differences from the sixth embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a perspective view illustrating a rotor 2 of an
electric motor according to the seventh embodiment. As
shown in FIG. 10, the rotor 2 is configured by coaxially
stacking two rotor blocks 2A and 2B in the axial direction AX.
Each of the rotor blocks 2A and 2B is embedded with the
permanent magnets 8 (8A and 8B). Also, the number of teeth
k per one pole is an odd number.

In these conditions, the position and the size of each of the
permanent magnets 8 (8A and 8B) are determined such that,
as viewed from the axial direction AX of the rotor 2, the first
corner 21 is ensured to be positioned between the center line
P and the end line Q, and the second corner 23 is ensured to be
positioned between the center line R and the end line S. This
positioning of the first and second corners 21 and 23 is estab-
lished when the positional relationship between the rotor
block 2A and the stator 3 is such that, similar to the one shown
in FIGS. 8A and 8B, the center line 0 of the magnetic pole
coincides with the center of the tooth 15a with respect to the
width direction.

In the rotor block 2A, the permanent magnets 8A and 8B
are arranged so that the third and fourth corners 35 and 36
radially confront the respective non-magnetic portions 38
which are adjacent to the tooth 15a on both rotationally for-
ward and rearward sides thereof, the tooth 15a having a center
with respect to the width direction coinciding with the center
line 0.

The rotor block 2B includes the permanent magnets 8A
and 8B whose sizes and embedding pitch are the same as
those of the permanent magnets 8 A and 8B in the rotor block
2A.

As shown in FIG. 10, the rotor blocks 2A and 2B are
stacked so that the magnetic poles of the rotor block 2B are
each circumferentially offset from the magnetic poles of the
rotor block 2A. In other words, the rotor 2 is provided with a
stepped skew.

Specifically, each magnetic pole of the rotor block 2B has
a center line 0' which is offset rotationally forward from the
center line 0 of each magnetic pole of rotor block 2A by an
electrical angle of 15°.

According to the present embodiment, the combined
torque caused in the two rotor blocks 2A and 2B is reduced.
Further, according to the present embodiment, harmonic
components are more effectively reduced and thus a smoother
waveform is provided. Referring to FIG. 11, advantages of
the present embodiment are described.

FIG. 11 is a waveform diagram illustrating combined
torque, i.e. the torque generated in the rotor block 2A com-
bined with the torque generated in the rotor block 2B, in a
stepped skew, according to the present embodiment and
according to a comparative example.

In the rotor block 2A, if the third and fourth corners 35 and
36 do not confront the respective non-magnetic portions 38
(the comparative example), harmonic components remain in
the combined torque resulting from the stepped skew, i.e. the
torque generated in the rotor block 2A combined with the
torque generated in the rotor block 2B (hereinafter this com-
bined torque is referred to as skewed torque). Thus, a stepped
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skew allows harmonic components to remain in the skewed
torque, causing distortion in the waveform (see the broken-
line waveform of FIG. 11).

In the present embodiment, however, the third and fourth
corners 35 and 36 are ensured to confront the respective
non-magnetic portions 38. Accordingly, harmonic compo-
nents are reduced from the combined torque, i.e. the torque in
the forward area 30 combined with the torque in the rearward
area 31 in the block 2A (refer to the advantages described in
the sixth embodiment). Thus, as shown by the solid-line
waveform of FIG. 11, harmonic components are also reduced
from the skewed torque and the skewed torque per se is
reduced. In this way, cogging torque is more effectively
reduced.

Eighth Embodiment

Referring to FIGS. 12A and 12B, an eighth embodiment of
the present invention is described focusing on the differences
from the sixth embodiment.

FIG. 12A is a partially enlarged view of an electric motor 1
according to the eighth embodiment. FIG. 12B is a partially
enlarged view of the electric motor 1 illustrated in FIG. 12A.
Inthe present embodiment, the number of teeth k per one pole
is an even number.

In these conditions, the position and the size of each of the
permanent magnets 8 (8A and 8B) are determined such that,
as shown in FIG. 12B, the first corner 21 is positioned
between the center line P and the end line Q, and the second
corner 23 is positioned between the center line R and the end
line S. This positioning of the first and second corners 21 and
23 is established when the positional relationship between the
rotor 2 and the stator 3 is such that, as shown in FIG. 12A, the
center line 0 of the magnetic pole coincides with the center of
a space between predetermined teeth 15 (i.e. the center of a
predetermined slot 17a with respect to the width direction).

Further, the permanent magnets 8 A and 8B are arranged so
that the third and fourth corners 35 and 36 radially confront
respective teeth 15x and 15y which are adjacent to the slot 17a
on both rotationally forward and rearward sides thereof, the
slot 174 having a center with respect to the width direction
coinciding with the center line 0.

Thus, advantages similar to those of the sixth embodiment
are obtained.

[Modifications]

The present invention is not limited to the embodiments
described above but may be variously modified.

For example, the electric motor 1 described in each of the
above embodiments has been an inner-rotor type motor hav-
ing the rotor 2 inside. Alternatively, the present invention may
be applied to an outer-rotor type electric motor.

In the embodiments described above, the stator winding 14
has been a three-phase coil. However, the number of phases m
of the winding is not limited to three.

In the embodiments described above, each permanent
magnet has been a plate having a rectangular axial cross
section. Alternative to this, the axial cross section may have a
shape of an arc, a trapezoid or the like. Alternatively, the
corners of each permanent magnet 8 may be chamfered.

Further, a stepped skew may be applied to the rotor 2 of the
first embodiment, in which one permanent magnet 8 config-
ures one magnetic pole.

The present invention may be embodied in several other
forms without departing from the spirit thereof. The embodi-
ments and modifications described so far are therefore
intended to be only illustrative and not restrictive, since the
scope of the invention is defined by the appended claims
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rather than by the description preceding them. All changes
that fall within the metes and bounds ofthe claims, or equiva-
lents of such metes and bounds, are therefore intended to be
embraced by the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An electric motor, comprising:

a rotor having magnetic poles composed of permanent
magnets; and

a stator comprising a stator core arranged with an air gap
between the rotor and stator core, the stator being
formed to extend in a radial direction and a circumfer-
ential direction, the stator core having a back yoke, teeth
extended radially from the back yoke and arrayed at
equal pitches in the circumferential direction, and slots
each formed between two of the teeth and arrayed at
equal pitches in the circumferential direction, the stator
windings being wound through the slots,

wherein each of the teeth comprises a radially extending
pillar portion,

the number of the teeth per magnetic pole, k, is set to

k=mn—(n),

where m denotes the number of phases of the stator wind-
ings, n denotes the number of teeth per pole and per
phase, n being a positive number, j denotes a number
which is O<j<n,

when the number k is odd and a center line passing each of
the poles agrees with a center of a circumferential width
of one of the teeth in the circumferential direction, the
pole has a first corner which is the closest to the stator
and positioned before the center line in a rotational
direction of the rotor, the teeth includes a tooth which is
the closest to the first corner and which is defined as a
first tooth, the pole has a second corner which is the
closest to the stator and positioned after the center line in
the rotational direction, the teeth include a tooth which is
the closest to the second corner and which is defined as
a second tooth,

the first corner is set to be located between a line passing
through a center of a circumferential width of the first
tooth and a first line passing through a front edge of the
pillar portion of the first tooth in the rotation direction,

the second corner is set to be located between a line passing
through a center of a circumferential width of the second
tooth and a second line passing through a rear edge of the
pillar portion of the second tooth in the rotation direc-
tion,

afirst magnet has a third corner located to be opposed to the
first corner in a direction perpendicular to a magnetiza-
tion direction of the first magnet and positioned before
the center line in the rotational direction,

the first corner is a corner of the first magnet closest to the
stator before the center line.

a second magnet has a forth corner located to be opposed to
the second corner in a direction perpendicular to a mag-
netization direction of the second magnet and positioned
after the center line in the rotational direction,

the second corner is a corner of the second magnet closest
to the stator after the center line, and

the third and fourth corners are opposed, in the radial
direction, to non-magnetic portions produced in two of
the slots, which two slots are located, in the circumfer-
ential direction, before and after the tooth through which
the center line passes.
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2. The electric motor of claim 1, wherein

the rotor is composed of two rotor blocks with the poles, the
two rotor blocks being stacked on one the other in the
axial direction, and

one of the two blocks is skewed from the other of the two
blocks in the circumferential direction.

3. The electric motor of claim 1, wherein each of the teeth

has a flange portion formed atop the pillar portion, and

two pillar portions mutually adjacent to each other are
separated, in the circumferential direction, by a distance
larger than an amount of the air gap formed between the
stator and the rotor.

4. The electric motor of claim 1, wherein the stator wind-

ings are full-pitch windings.

5. The electric motor according to claim 1, wherein:

the electric motor is configured such that a slight counter-
clockwise rotation of the rotor increases an interlinkage
flux circling the stator core via the first tooth, and
decreases an interlinkage flux circling the stator core via
the second tooth.
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